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Why Should I Use CalFile?

• It’s free, fast, and secure.

• CalFile is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

• You can receive your refund usually in less than 

one week.

• You can file now and pay later.

• You receive instant confirmation that we received 

your return.

• CalFile is also available in Spanish.
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What’s New This Year? 

• You are now able to claim up to 10 dependents.

• CalFile now checks taxpayers for eligibility for ReadyReturn 

and offers them the option to switch to ReadyReturn if 

their return is ready.

• Payment and refund details are provided on the 

confirmation page.

3

Begins 1.2.2009



CalFile 2008 Demonstration

4

Begins 1.2.2009

You May Qualify to Use CalFile If You: 

• Are filing an original 2008 personal income tax return.

• Were a California resident for the entire year.

• Claim standard or itemized deductions.

• Claim up to 10 dependents.

• File forms 540, 540A, or 540 2EZ.

• Claim child and dependent care expenses.

• Received unemployment compensation.

• Claim renter’s credit.

• Receive a refund, have no amount due, or owe (file now, 
pay later option is available).

• Check out the complete list of qualifications.

http://www.ftb.ca.gov/online/calfile/qualifications.shtml
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Mary L. Taxpayer – Head of Household Filer

•Single parent, one 
child (Susie – age four)

•Works full-time as an 
administrative 
assistant

•Annual income: 
$45,000

•37 years old
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Mary Enters Her Social Security Number

and Last Name
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Mary Chooses Her Filing Status
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Mary Enters Her Head of Household 

Information
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Mary Answers Six Simple Questions to Build 

Her Tax Return
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Mary Completes Her Name 

and Address Information
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Mary’s Dependent Is Her Daughter Susie
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Mary Enters Her W-2 Information
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Mary Claims Child Care Expenses Credit
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Mary Receives Child Care Credit of $258
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Mary Can Direct Deposit Her Refund Into 

One or Two Accounts
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Mary Reviews Her Entries Before 

Submitting Her Return
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Mary Is Ready to View Her Return
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Mary Prints Her Return Before Submitting
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Mary Submits Her Return
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Mary Receives Instant 

Confirmation Her Return Was Accepted


